Early Literacy Assessment Tool

Please answer the following questions by circling your response on the scale provided and filling in information.

Reading Books
1. Does your child ask you to read to him/her?

 Never/Rarely

On occasion

Weekly
Daily

Several times per day

2. How often do you read to your child?

On occasion

 Once a month
Weekly 
Several times per week
 Daily

Do you have a designated time for reading? YES / NO

How many books do you typically read at one sitting?
1-2
3-4
5-6
More than 6

3. Does your child independently point to or talk about pictures when you read stories?
Never

Rarely 

Occasionally 

A few times per story 

Frequently

during a story
4. Does your child ask questions abut characters or events during story reading?
Never

Rarely 

Occasionally 

A few times per story 

Frequently

during a story 
5. Does your child pretend to read the story in a book? (such as sitting with a book and producing speech that is similar to the actual

story in the book)
Never 

Rarely

Weekly 
Several times per week 

Daily
Are there specific books she/he will typically do this with? YES / NO
If Yes, What books?__________________________________________
6. Does your child make up stories and tell them?
Never/Rarely 

On occasion

 Weekly
 Daily 

Several times per day
7. Does your child fill in words or lines from a story when reading with you? (when reading a book he/she knows well, says the next line or word before you read it).
Never

Rarely 

Occasionally 

A few times per story 

Frequently

during a story 
8. Do you attempt to teach the names of the letters in the alphabet and/or alphabet sounds when reading?
Never

Rarely 

Occasionally 

A few times per story 

Frequently

during a story
9. In comparison to other activities, how would you rate your child’s interest in books?

Favorite
Top few interests

Moderate interest

Lower than most
Response to Print
10. Do you point out signs and words such as restaurant names or street signs to your child (i.e., McDonald’s arches, Pepsi logo, etc.?)
Never 

Rarely

Weekly 
Several times per week 

Daily
11. Does your child show interest in adult reading materials (i.e., newspaper, TV Guide, magazine, etc.) in the environment (such as asking you to read it; asking what words say, etc.)?

Never 

Rarely

Weekly 
Several times per week 

Daily
12. Does your child ask for help in reading words such as signs on the street or words on food packages?

Never 

Rarely

Weekly 
Several times per week 

Daily
13. Does your child identify words in the environment (such as food packaging, signs of stores and restaurants, etc.) in your environment by him- or herself?

Never 

Rarely

Weekly 
Several times per week 

Daily
Language Awareness
15. Do you play rhyming games with your child?

Never 

Rarely

Weekly 
Several times per week 

Daily
16. Does your child try and play rhyming games with you or others?

Never 

Rarely

Weekly 
Several times per week 

Daily
17. Does your child produce rhymes by him- or herself?

Never 

Rarely

Weekly 
Several times per week 

Daily
18. Does your child notice and say something when she/he hears words that rhyme? (i.e., That rhymes!)

Never 

Rarely

Sometimes 
Frequently
Very Frequently

19. Does your child tell nursery rhymes? (such as Jack and Jill or Little Bo Peep)

Never 

Rarely

Weekly 
Several times per week 

Daily
Which ones does he/she know?____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Interest in Letters
21. Does your child name letters of the alphabet?
Never 

Rarely

Sometimes 
Frequently
Very Frequently

22. Does your child attempt to make sounds for alphabet letters?

Never 

Rarely

Sometimes 
Frequently
Very Frequently

How many does he/she know?____________________________________

Writing
24. Does your child draw?

Never 

Rarely

Sometimes 
Frequently
Very Frequently

25. Does your child write or pretend to write letters?

Never 

Rarely

Sometimes 
Frequently
Very Frequently

26. Does your child ask you to write for him/her?
Never 

Rarely

Sometimes 
Frequently
Very Frequently

27. Does your child ask you how to spell items?
Never 

Rarely

Sometimes 
Frequently
Very Frequently

33. At what age did you begin regularly reading to your child?
Less than 6months
6-9months
9-12months
18months
24months
older than 

24months

34. How many books does your child own?
Less than 5
5-10
11-15
16-20
more than 20
35. How many books do you own?
Less than 5
5-10
11-15
16-20
more than 20
36. Do you receive any published reading materials at home, such as newspaper and magazines?

YES / NO
37. How much time does your child spend watching T.V. or playing video games per day

15-30 min
1hr
1hr 30min
2hrs
3hrs
more than 3hrs


Parent Reading Behaviors

1. Do you snuggle with your child with her favorite blanket or toys as you read?

1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

2. Do you read with expression using different voices for different characters?

1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

3. Do you emphasize rhythms and rhymes in stories and give your toddler opportunities to repeat rhyming phrases?

1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

4. Do you use pictures to develop speaking vocabulary by talking about what is shown?

1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

5. Do you encourage your child to repeat what you say or comment on it? 
1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

6. Do you encourage your child to ask questions by providing models of interesting questions and examples of possible answers? "I wonder what is going to happen next? I think the rabbit will get lost because he is not paying attention to where he is going. What do you think?"
1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

7. Do you look for books that are about things that interest your toddler? For example, does your child like cars, insects, or animals?
1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

8. Do you make reading a habit for bedtime, after lunch, or after naptime?

1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

9. Do you give your child a chance to choose his own books?

1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

10. Do you read the same stories again and again?

1

2


3

4



Never
  
Sometimes

Often

Very often

Print Awareness Concepts
DIRECTIONS:  Present the following tasks in order while reading a book to the child.  Read a page of the book and then present the item task.  Each item may be repeated one time.

Say:  We’re going to read this book together, and I need you to help me read.

____1. Front of book


Cover:  Show me the front of the book






1 pt: turns book to front or points to front.

____2. Title of book


Cover:  Show me the name of the book






1 pt: turns points to one or more words in title.

____3. Role of title


Cover:  What do you think this says-point to title?





Child’s Response:________________________

2 pt: Says one or more words relevant to title.

1 pt: explains role of title (tells what book is about)
____4. Print not pictures

Page 1: Where do I begin to read?
2 pt: points to first word or top line.

1 pt: points to any part of the text

____5. Directionality


Page 1: Then which way do I read?

2 pt: sweeps left to right.

1 pt: sweeps top to bottom

____6. Print function
Page 2: Read first sentence, then ask “where does it say that”?
2 pt: points to text.

1 pt: points to picture

____7. Directionality


Page 3-4: Which page do I read first?

1 pt: points to first page.

____8. Directionality


Page 3-4: Which page do I read last?

1 pt: points to last page

____9. Directionality


Page 3-4: Which word do I read first?

1 pt: points to first word.

____10. Directionality


Page 3-4: Which word do I read last?

1 pt: points to last word

____11. Letter Concepts

Page 3-4: Show me….
____1 pt: a letter.

____1 pt: the first letter.

____1 pt: a capital letter.

____12. Print function


Page 3-4: Show me where a character talks

2 pt: points to text.

1 pt: points to picture

Letter Name Recognition

Children are presented with each of the 26 capital letters in random order and asked to pronounce the name of the letter.  Total number of letter names correctly pronounced is recorded.
___ A






___B

___ C






___D

___ E






___F

___ G






___H

___ I






___J

___ K






___L

___ M






___N

___ O






___P

___ Q






___R

___ S






___T

___ U






___V

___ W






___X

___ Y






___Z

Letter Sound Recognition

Children are shown each of the 26 capital letters in random order and are asked to pronounce the sound that the letter makes in words. Total number of letter sounds correctly pronounced is recorded.
___ A






___B

___ C






___D

___ E






___F

___ G






___H

___ I






___J

___ K






___L

___ M






___N

___ O






___P

___ Q






___R

___ S






___T

___ U






___V

___ W






___X

___ Y






___Z

Vocabulary 

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test III

PPVT-III is an individually administered, norm-referenced, wide-range measure of listening comprehension for spoken words in Standard English and a screening test of verbal ability for ages 2- 1/2 through 90+ years. 


Each form contains four training items followed by 204 test items divided into 17 sets of 12 items each. The sets are progressively difficult. Each item has four simple, black-and-white illustrations on a Picture Plate or page arranged in a multiple-choice format. The examinee's task is to select the picture considered to best illustrate the meaning of a stimulus word presented orally by the examiner.

Items are administered by sets, and basals and ceilings are established by sets. Once a set is begun, all items in that set must be administered. The Basal Set is the lowest set with 1 or no errors in a set; the Ceiling Set is the highest set with 8 or more errors in a set.

Independent consultants representing the perspectives of African-Americans, Asians, Hispanics, Native Americans, and women reviewed the content and artwork of the PPVT-III during development, and modifications were made following these reviews. Items are presented with attractive artwork that is balanced for racial and gender representations and includes persons with physical differences
